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 NOT TO BE RELEASED PRIOR TO THE  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2006  

BOARD MEETING 
 
 E D M O N T O N   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 
 
November 7, 2006 
 
TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Trustee K. Gibson, Conference Committee Chair 
 
SUBJECT: Report #1 of the Conference Committee (From the Meeting Held October 31, 2006) 
 
 RECOMMENDATION 
  
 1.  That report #1 of the Conference Committee from the meeting 

held October 31, 2006 be received and considered. 
 
   Aspen View Regional School Division Legal Challenge 
 
 2.  That the board approve a $5,000 contribution to Aspen View 

Regional School Division to support its legal challenge of the 
Minister of Education’s right to determine an alternative method 
of separate school jurisdiction formation. 

 
   Trustee Electoral Ward Boundary Review 
 
 3.  That an amendment to the trustee electoral ward design criteria 

such that the per cent of the average resident population of public 
school supporters and the potential for the average population 
growth or decline within all wards through three municipal 
general elections be increased from +/- 10 per cent to +/- 15 per 
cent, be confirmed. 

 
* * * * * 

 
Background - Aspen View Regional School Division Legal Challenge 
 
Attached is a letter from Don Fleming, President Public School Boards’ Association 
of Alberta, seeking financial assistance from public school jurisdictions for the Aspen 
View Regional School Division’s legal challenge of the Minister of Education’s right 
to determine an alternative method of separate school jurisdiction formation as well as 
background information regarding the legal  challenge (Appendix I). 
 



 
2 

 
 
 
 
Background - Trustee Electoral Ward Boundary Review 
 
The amended trustee electoral ward design criteria would read: 
 
The wards must: 
 

1. have a resident population of public school supporters that is within +/- 15 per cent of the 
average for all wards (one ninth of the total district-wide public-school supporting 
population); 

 
2. reflect the potential for population growth or decline with the goal that school ward 

populations remain within +/-15 per cent of the average through three municipal general 
elections; 

 
3. encompass entire school attendance areas where possible; 
 
4. be regular in shape, and be delineated by easily identifiable boundaries such as major 

roadways, railways, ravines, rivers, etcetera; and 
 

5. ensure where possible that communities of common interests or characteristics are kept 
within the same ward. 

 
 
AS:mmf 
 
APPENDIX I   –  Background Information re Aspen View Regional School 

Division Legal Challenge 
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