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E D M O N T O N    P U B L I C    S C H O O L S 
 
May 11, 2010 
 
TO: Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: E. Schmidt, Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: Delegation – Alberta Somali Community Centre (ASCC) 
 
ORIGINATOR: B. Coggles, Assistant Superintendent 
 
RESOURCE  
STAFF: Anne Sherwood 
 

INFORMATION 
 
Mr. Mahamad Accord, President Alberta Somali Community Centre (ASCC) has 
requested the opportunity to address the Board with regard to School Act review process.  
He is seeking Board support for a proposal to raise the mandatory school attendance age 
in Alberta from 16 to 18 (APPENDIX I): 
 
Specifically he is requesting:  
 
• A formal letter of endorsement for the Alberta Somali Community Center for this 

initiative.  
• Support of the Alberta School Boards Association of Alberta on the community’s 

behalf.  
 
Arrangements have been made for Mr. Accord to make his presentation at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 11, 2010 (APPENDIX II). 
 
 
 
AS:mmf 
 
 
APPENDIX I  –  Correspondence from Mr. Accord 
APPENDIX II –  Correspondence from the Corporate Board Secretary 
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APPENDIX I 
 
"Removes  Ins t i tu t i onal iz e  Sys t emi c  Barr i e r s  and  Bui ld  Cul tural  

Br idges !"  
  
  
  

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 
 
Don Fleming, Board Chair 
Edmonton Public Schools Board 
Centre for Education, One Kingsway 
Edmonton, Alberta T5H 4G9 
  
Dear Mr. Fleming, 
  
I am writing to request to speak before the board on May 11th, 2010 on behalf of 
the Alberta Somali Community Center in order to bring your attention to the 
contribution that the Canadian Somali community in Alberta is making to the 
Education Act review process.  Specifically, the Canadian Somali community in 
Alberta is pushing to raise the mandatory school attendance age from 16 to 18 
years of age in the province of Alberta.  This measure has already been 
successfully introduced in Ontario.  Under this plan, a 16 year old who refuses to 
attend regular classes may be exempted from doing so but will still be compelled 
to obtain training in a trade such as carpentry, metalwork, welding etc. 
  
If the Edmonton Public Schools Board sees merit in this measure, we request 
that: 
 
1)    You provide the Alberta Somali Community Center with a formal letter of 

endorsement for our initiative can assist our effort through a letter of support 
to the members of our community.  

 
2)         You seek the support of Alberta School Board Association on our behalf. 

We are hopeful the members of ASBA understand the importance of this 
initiative for not only Edmonton, but for all Albertans. 

  
If you are able to support this request, please send a letter of support to Alberta 
Minister of Education. 

Thank you for considering this request. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you have any questions on this matter. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mahamad Accord, President, 
Alberta Somali Community Center (ASCC) 








