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E D M O N T O N   P U B L I C   S C H O O L S 
 
May 11, 2010 
 
TO:   Board of Trustees 
 
FROM:   Trustee K. Shipka 
 
SUBJECT:   Motion re Debate on Motions 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the second bullet for the current policy on debate on 
motions be amended to read as follows:  The mover of a 
motion may speak first to that motion.  Thereafter, each 
Trustee will have an opportunity to ask questions for 
clarification.  When the Chair calls for formal debate, 
Trustees will have two opportunities to speak, for a maximum 
of three minutes each time.  Permission to extend the limits of 
debate may be granted by the Chair if the majority of 
Trustees concur.  The mover of the motion will be given an 
opportunity to close debate. 

 
* * * * * 

 
Notice of the above motion was served at the April 27, 2010 board meeting.  
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APPENDIX I 
 
 
Excerpt from Trustees’ Manual – Meetings of the Board 
 
Debate on Motions 
 
• The Chair, or other presiding Trustee, may express an opinion on any subject under 

debate.  
 
• The mover of a motion may speak first to that motion. Thereafter, each Trustee will 

have an opportunity to ask questions for clarification. When the Chair calls for formal 
debate, Trustees will have two opportunities to speak. Trustees are encouraged to 
speak to the issue and to keep their comments to a maximum of five minutes. 
Permission to extend the limits of debate may be granted by the Chair. The mover of 
the motion will be given an opportunity to close debate.  

 
• Trustees, before speaking, should address the Chair or other presiding Trustees, and 

confine themselves to the question under debate.  
 
• When two or more Trustees address the Chair at the same time, the Chair will identify 

who may speak first.  
 
• While speaking, Trustees will not be interrupted except on a point of order or for the 

purpose of explanation.  
 
• If any members transgress the rules, the Chair, or any other member, may call them to 

order. The members called to order will immediately be silent, but will be permitted 
to explain later. The Board, if appealed to, will decide on the case, without debate.  

 
• As long as it does not interrupt a speaker, Trustees may require the question under 

discussion to be read at any time during the debate.  
 
• While the Chair is putting the question, Trustees may not speak or move about the 

room. Trustees may not speak after the question has been put by the Chair.  
 
 












