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DATE:  May 8, 2012 

TO:  Board of Trustees 

FROM: Edgar Schmidt, Superintendent of Schools 

SUBJECT: Literacy (Reading and Writing) Annual Report 

ORIGINATOR: Tanni Parker, Assistant Superintendent 

RESOURCE 

STAFF: Janice Aubry, Carolyn Mathew, Corrie Ziegler 

REFERENCE: N/A 
 

 

ISSUE 

In June, 2011 the Board of Trustees requested an annual report on Literacy (Reading and 

Writing). This is the report for 2011-2012. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 District data related to achievement in literacy is gathered through Provincial 

Achievement Tests (Grades 3, 6 and 9), Provincial Diploma Exams (Grade 12), District 

Highest Level of Achievement Tests, International language examinations, and through 

additional school-based assessments (Attachments I, II, III, IV and V). 

 Rutherford Scholarship eligibility rates for District students increased in 2011, as 

compared to 2010. 

 The K-12 Literacy Plan for 21st Century Learners (Attachment VI) is in its first year of 

implementation to support the Literacy Guiding Document (Attachment VII).  

 As stated in the Literacy Guiding Document:  “Each staff member has the responsibility 

to create a positive learning environment that ensures effective and consistent literacy 

instruction for the success of each student.”  

 
CURRENT SITUATION 

 A cross-departmental Literacy Steering Committee guides the implementation of the K-

12 Literacy Plan for 21st Century Learners. 

 District schools have established implementation activities related to Goal 6 of  the 

District Plan, “Implement the K-12 Literacy Plan for 21
st
 Century Learners”, in their 

2011-2012 School Plans. 

 Supports continue to be provided for literacy development for all learners, including 

special education students, First Nations, Métis, and Inuit (FNMI) students, and English 

Language Learners.  The English Language Learners Annual Report and the Aboriginal 

Education Annual Report (presented at the April 10, 2012 meeting) share ideas related 

to literacy supports for these two groups of students.  The Special Education (on graded 

curriculum and not on graded curriculum) report will be presented at the May 8 Board 

meeting, and will also share additional information related to literacy supports for this 

group of students.  

 Numerous documents related to supporting literacy have been developed for parents, 

teachers and administrators.  Some examples include: The Role of the Principal as a 

Literacy Leader: A Continuum of Practice (Attachment VIII) and the Spotlight on 

Literacy series (Attachment IX) for parents.  
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 Professional learning supports are being delivered by Support for Staff and Students to 

district staff. These include literacy support for school groups within catchment areas 

(for principals and lead teachers) as well as to groups of teachers with similar learning 

needs. 

 Intensive teacher professional learning opportunities are provided, such as Balanced 

Literacy, Reading Recovery, Middle Years Literacy Intervention, Leveled Literacy 

Intervention, Guided Reading (introductory and advanced) and Literacy for Bilingual 

and French Immersion, and support through the New Teacher Induction Program. 

(Attachment X)  

  Literacy support training is also provided to educational assistants and supply teachers.  

 Two district teachers are involved in the two-year Advancing Adolescent Reading 

Initiative, provided by the University of Alberta and Alberta Education.  

 1550 international language examinations in five languages were provided to students in 

2010-2011 (Attachment XI). 

 135 teacher language proficiency assessments were provided in 10 languages, including 

English. 

 The District provides support to parents in various ways, such as through the provision 

of information and supporting events, such as the Literacy and Learning Day, 2012. 

 The District liaises with various community organizations that support literacy, such as 

the Centre for Family Literacy and Edmonton Public Libraries.  
 

  CHALLENGES 

 Grade 12 English and French Language Arts Diploma Examination results continue to 

be of concern.  

 Limited literacy professional learning supports are accessed at the secondary school 

level, especially for teachers of content areas. 

 Although literacy intervention programs are available for elementary and junior high 

students, limited intervention supports such as the Middle Years Literacy Intervention 

are currently implemented, especially at the secondary level. Challenges include 

scheduling, timetabling, credit at the high school level and realigning resources to 

support intervention work. 

 There is a need to provide support for literacy that intentionally integrates learning 

technologies  as well as supports for a broad range of diverse learning needs (such as 

special needs learners, English language learners, First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

learners), to support inclusive learning. 
 
NEXT STEPS 

 Plans are under development to strengthen literacy professional learning supports for a 

wider range of teachers, especially for teachers in junior high and high school 

assignments and those teaching in content areas.  

 Re-development of existing literacy professional learning models is in progress, to 

enable: 

o A broader range of access points for staff. 

o More flexibility for schools. 

o More supports for secondary teachers. 

o Improvements in literacy supports for diverse learners. 
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 Development of a high school literacy intervention is in progress and will be ready for 

initial 2012-2013 implementation. 

 Supports for creating a Library Learning Commons will be provided to the new Alberta 

Schools Alternative Procurement (ASAP) schools initially and expanded to all district 

schools over time.  

 Development of a teacher professional learning program for supporting literacy in the 

content areas at the junior high level entitled the Reading and Viewing in Content Areas, 

will be launched in September 2012. 

 Planned activities for year two of the implementation of the K-12 Literacy Plan for 21st 

Century Learners will be communicated to schools in late 2012. 
 

KEY POINTS  

 The K-12 Literacy Plan for 21st Century Learners is in its first year of implementation 

and includes extensive implementation activities. 

 A high school literacy intervention is under development. 

 Teachers continue to receive extensive professional learning from Support for Staff and 

Students; several of these supports are being revised to further meet the needs of the 

District’s diverse student population and to enable a wider range of teachers to receive 

training.  
 

ATTACHMENTS & APPENDICES 

ATTACHMENT I District Achievement Results: 2010 Compared to 2011 

ATTACHMENT II District Student Achievement Compared to Provincial Student 

 Achievement 2011 

         ATTACHMENT III District Achievement Results: 2007 Compared to 2011 

ATTACHMENT IV 2010 and 2011 Highest Level of Achievement Tests (HLAT) 

ATTACHMENT V District Parent Satisfaction Survey Results Question 2, 2007-2011 

ATTACHMENT VI K-12 Literacy Plan for 21
st
 Century Learners  

ATTACHMENT VII K-12 Literacy Guiding Document  

ATTACHMENT VIII The Role of the Principal as a Literacy Leader: A Continuum of 

 Practice 

ATTACHMENT IX Spotlight on Literacy Series 

ATTACHMENT X Professional Learning from Support for Staff and Students 2011-2012 

ATTACHMENT XI International Language Examinations 2010-2011 

ATTACHMENT XII November 29, 2011 Board Report – Annual Progress Reports to Board 

 (Trustee Request #102)  
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District Achievement Results: 2010 Compared to 2011 

 

 

Test/Measure 

 

 

Standard 

 

Percentage of Students Meeting Standards 

(Participation/Rutherford Rates) 

2010 2011 Difference 

GRADE 3 

(Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 79.7 81.7 +2.0 

 Excellence 19.4 15.8 -3.6 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 80.5 80.2 -0.3 

 Excellence 15.5 17.3 +1.8 

GRADE 6 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 83.1 83.8 +0.7 

 Excellence 19.3 20.6 +1.3 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 87.8 92.0 +4.2 

 Excellence 19.9 20.1 +0.2 

     

GRADE 9 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 79.7 80.1 +0.4 

 Excellence 18.0 18.6 +0.6 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 92.5 94.9 +2.4 

 Excellence 9.7 13.5 +3.8 

GRADE 12 (Exam 

Mark) 

English 30-1 Acceptable 82.4 81.1 -1.3 

 Excellence 10.4 10.3 -0.1 

 Participation 

Rate 

63.4 63.8 +0.4 

     

     

English 30-2 Acceptable 83.3 82.6 -0.7 

 Excellence 8.1 7.1 -1.0 

 Participation 

Rate 

25.0 25.4 +0.4 

     

French Lang. Arts 30-1 Acceptable 96.2 98.1 +1.9 

 Excellence 25.5 8.4 -17.1 

 Participation 

Rate 

1.8 1.7 -0.1 

     

Rutherford Eligibility Revised Rate 57.1 59.7 +2.6 
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District Achievement Results: 2010 Compared to 2011 
 

Data Analysis: 

 

A comparison of the 2010 and 2011 District results in Provincial Achievement Tests and 

Diploma Exams is listed below. 

 

Grade 3 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in English 

Language Arts  

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in French 

Language Arts,   

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 

Language Arts, and  

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in French 

Language Arts 

 

Grades 6 and 9 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in English and 

French Language Arts, and  

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 

and French Language Arts  

Grade 12 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in English 30-1 

and 30-2, 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 30-

1 and 30-2, 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in French 

Language Arts 30-1, 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in French 

Language Arts 30-1, 

 an increase in the participation rate for English 30-1 and 30-2, and  

 a decrease in the participation rate for French Language Arts 30-1 
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District Student Achievement Compared to Provincial Student Achievement 2011 

 

 

Test/Measure 

 

 

Standard 

 

Percentage of Students Meeting Standards 

(Participation/Rutherford Rates) 

Province EPS Difference 

GRADE 3 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 81.8 81.7 -0.1 

 Excellence 17.5 15.8 -1.7 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 80.6 80.2 -0.4 

 Excellence 15.8 17.3 +1.5 

GRADE 6 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 83.0 83.8 +0.8 

 Excellence 18.5 20.6 +2.1 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 89.4 92.0 +2.6 

 Excellence 17.1 20.1 +3.0 

     

GRADE 9 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 79.1 80.1 +1.0 

 Excellence 16.3 18.6 +2.3 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 88.8 94.9 +6.1 

 Excellence 15.0 13.5 -1.5 

GRADE 12 (Exam Mark) 

English 30-1 Acceptable 84.4 81.1 -3.3 

 Excellence 10.1 10.3 +0.2 

 Participation Rate 60.0 63.8 +3.8 

     

     

English 30-2 Acceptable 88.6 82.6 -6.0 

 Excellence 9.1 7.1 -2.0 

 Participation Rate 29.2 25.4 -3.8 

     

French Lang. Arts 30-1 Acceptable 95.3 98.1 +2.8 

 Excellence 14.3 8.4 -5.9 

 Participation Rate 3.0 1.7 -1.3 

     

Rutherford Eligibility Revised Rate 59.6 59.7 +0.1 
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District Student Achievement Compared to Provincial Student Achievement 2011 

 

Data Analysis: 

 

An examination of District results compared to provincial results in 2011 is listed below. 

 

Grade 3 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in English and 

French Language Language Arts  

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 

Language Arts, and  

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in French 

Language Arts 

 

Grades 6 and 9 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in English and 

French Language Arts,  

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 

Language Arts, 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in grade 6 

French Language Arts, and  

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in grade 9 

French Language Arts 

 

Grade 12 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in English 30-1 

and 30-2, 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 

30-1 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in English 30-

2, 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard in French 

Language Arts 30-1, 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence in French 

Language Arts 30-1, 

 an increase in the participation rate for English 30-1, and 

 a decrease in the participation rate for English 30-2 and French Language Arts 30-1 
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District Achievement Results: 2007 Compared to 2011 

 

 

Test/Measure 

 

 

Standard 

 

Percentage of Students Meeting Standards 

(Participation/Rutherford Rates) 

2007 2011 Difference 

GRADE 3 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 78.8 81.7 +2.9 

 Excellence 16.2 15.8 -0.4 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable n/a 80.2 n/a 

 Excellence n/a 17.3 n/a 

GRADE 6 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 77.9 83.8 +5.9 

 Excellence 20.7 20.6 -0.1 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 88.4 92.0 +3.6 

 Excellence 13.8 20.1 +6.3 

     

GRADE 9 (Cohort) 

Language Arts Acceptable 77.2 80.1 +2.9 

 Excellence 18.3 18.6 +0.3 

     

French Language Arts Acceptable 86.4 94.9 +8.5 

 Excellence 19.5 13.5 -6.0 

GRADE 12 (Exam Mark) 

English 30-1 Acceptable 86.6 81.1 -5.5 

 Excellence 19.7 10.3 -9.4 

 Participation Rate 59.7 63.8 +4.1 

     

     

English 30-2 Acceptable 86.1 82.6 -3.5 

 Excellence 9.7 7.1 -2.6 

 Participation Rate 24.5 25.4 +0.9 

     

French Lang. Arts 30-1 Acceptable 100.0 98.1 -1.9 

 Excellence 33.3 8.4 -24.9 

 Participation Rate 1.4 1.7 +0.3 

     

Rutherford Eligibility Revised Rate n/a 59.7 n/a 
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District Achievement Results: 2007 Compared to 2011 

 

Data Analysis: 

Comparisons of a five year span of District results, 2007 to 2011, are listed below. 

Grade 3, 6 and 9 English Language Arts 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard,  

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence at grade 3 and 

6, 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence at grade 9 

 

Grade 3, 6 and 9 French Language Arts 

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard and the 

Standard of Excellence at grade 6,  

 an increase in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard at grade 9, and  

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Standard of Excellence at grade 9 

 

Grade 12 English and French Language Arts 

 

 a decrease in the percentage of students achieving the Acceptable Standard and the Standard 

of Excellence in grade 12 English 30-1, 30-2 and in French Language Arts 30-1, and  

 an increase in the participation rate of English 30-1, English 30-2 and French Language Arts 

30-1 



 
 

ATTACHMENT IV 

 
 

2010 and 2011 Highest Level of Achievement Tests (HLAT) 

Percentage of students achieving a grade level of achievement equal to or greater than their 

enrolment grade 

 

 

Enrolment 

Grade 

Percentage Of Students At Or Above Grade Level 

Reading Writing 

2010 2011 Difference 2010 2011 Difference 

1 90.0 90.4 +0.4 89.5 87.0 -2.5 

2 83.8 85.1 +1.3 89.2 89.0 -0.2 

3 83.5 83.1 -0.4 87.9 89.1 +1.2 

4 83.2 83.2 0.0 86.7 87.0 +0.3 

5 82.4 83.2 +0.8 85.0 85.5 +0.5 

6 82.5 82.5 0.0 85.4 86.0 +0.6 

7 84.0 83.4 -0.6 85.8 86.7 +0.9 

8 81.9 81.5 -0.4 85.7 87.0 +1.3 

9 82.3 80.7 -1.6 87.6 86.6 -1.0 

TOTAL (1-9) 83.7 83.6 -0.1 87.0 87.1 +0.1 

 
 

Data Analysis: 

 2011 District Highest Level of Achievement Examination results indicate the percentage of 

students reading at or above grade level ranged from 80.7  to 90.4  

 2011 District Highest Level of Achievement Examination results indicate the percentage of 

students writing  at or above grade level ranged from 85.5 to 89.1



 
 

ATTACHMENT V 

 
 

District Parent Satisfaction Survey Results Question 2, 2007-2011 
 
 

 ++ - Very Satisfied ● (Low)        ● (High) 

 + - Satisfied NR - No Response (in %) 

 - - Dissatisfied N - Respondents 

 -- - Very Dissatisfied  
Note: Graph percentages are based on committed responses 

 

 

 
BAR GRAPH BY QUESTION                               DISTRICT PARENTS K-6 TOTAL 

 
2) How satisfied are you with the emphasis placed on Language Arts at your child's school? 

 

 

 

 
BAR GRAPH BY QUESTION                               DISTRICT PARENTS 7-9 TOTAL 

 
2) How satisfied are you with the emphasis placed on Language Arts at your child's school?

 

 

 

 
BAR GRAPH BY QUESTION                             DISTRICT PARENTS 10-12 TOTAL 

 
2) How satisfied are you with the emphasis placed on English Language Arts at your child's school? 

 

 

 

 

Data Analysis: 
 

 The 2011 District Parent Satisfaction Survey results indicate a high rate of satisfaction 

regarding the emphasis placed on English Language Arts in the school, with very slight 

decreases in Grades 7-12 from 2010  
 

  

++ + - -- NR N0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

2007 42 55 3 1 3 459

2008 40 57 3 0 2 10877

2009 42 54 4 1 1 428

2010 42 54 4 0 1 10987

2011 44 52 3 1 1 455

++ + - -- NR N0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

2007 34 60 5 1 1 207

2008 30 66 4 0 1 3776

2009 32 59 7 1 1 183

2010 32 63 4 1 2 3833

2011 26 66 7 1 0 214

++ + - -- NR N0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100%

2007 25 68 7 1 3 186

2008 26 69 4 0 3 1423

2009 27 68 5 1 4 157

2010 27 67 5 1 2 1565

2011 26 66 7 1 0 148
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ATTACHMENT VII 
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ATTACHMENT IX 
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ATTACHMENT X 

 

 

Professional Learning from Support for Staff and Students 2011-2012 
 

Program Number of teachers 
Number of sessions 

per teacher 

Number of coaching 

visits per teacher 

Reading Recovery 

Training 7 22 5 minimum 

Continuing Contact 45 9 1 minimum 

        

Middle Years Literacy Intervention 

Training 10 8 3 minimum 

Continuing Contact 18 4 2 minimum 

        

Leveled Literacy Intervention 

Training 16 9 5 

Continuing Contact 27 4 3 

        

Guided Reading 

Exploring Division 1 22 4 4 

Enriching Division 1 22 5 3 

Exploring Division 2 17 5 3 

Enriching Division 2, 3 42 4 4 

        

Balanced Literacy 

Kindergarten Year 1 19 4 afternoon 5 

Kindergarten Year 2 15 3 afternoon 4 

Division 1Year 1 70 2 days + 9 after school 9 

Division 1 Year 2 68 7 7 

Division 2 Year 1 58 2 days + 9 after school 9 

 Literacy in French Immersion and Bilingual Programs 

K-6, Year 1 20 3 

1 school visitation; 

no coaching 



 
 

ATTACHMENT XI 

 

 

International Language Examinations 2010-2011 

 

1550 International Language Examinations were provided to students. 

 Chinese (YCT and HSK) Examinations: 1140  

 French (DELF and DALF) Examinations: 330 

 German (Sprachdiplom) Examinations: 130 

 Japanese Language Proficiency Examination: 17 

 Spanish (DELE) Examination: 33 
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